43 East Main Street

Mystic, CT 06355

(860) 536-4259
office@mysticcongregational.org
www.mysticcongregational.org

SATURDAY—MARCH 1
5:00 pm Informal Worship with Communion in Sanctuary
5:30-7:00 pm Children’s Ministries Spaghetti Supper
Fundraiser in the Parish Hall
Bring desserts to share! Funds will go to summeraenp scholarships.

MCC’S UCC TASK FORCE PRESENTS ITS REPORT
{
!

Parish Hall

Wednesday, Feb. 27, 7 pm or Sunday, March 9, 11:15 am
Come hear the United Church of Christ Task Force  report.
S

Moderator Hugh McGee will then offer his suggestion
in response to the survey results.
Discussion will follow — these meetings are
informational only. No vote will take place.
Come share in the life and future of our church

SHOW MORE LOVE THIS WEEK! _ . )
MAKE A DIFFERENCE ! — q—i Thursdays until March 20th
. 10:00-11:00 a.m., Church Library
LICK ON THIS SITE DAILY: '
cLicko SS o | with REV. BARBARA PORIZKY

http://www.thehungersite.com

TO MEET MARCH 2nd DEADLINE
Register NOW for
Christian Summer Camps

CAMPS AVAILABLE
FAMILIES & KIDS!

On-line registrations for UCC Silver Lake Conference
Center camp at www.silverlake.ctucc.org
or Camp Wightman at www.campwightman.org

April 27 to May 3
with folks from CT Conference,
UCC & Somers Congregational
Church.
Information Meeting on
Sunday, March 9, 2-3 pm at
Rocky Hill Congregational Church.
Interested?
Call Gladys Reynard,Xxx-XXXx

7

Once registered, submit your on-line confirmation to
Kathy Kerns by the MARCH 2nd DEADLINE
to receive a MCC Christian Summer Camp scholarship!
QUESTIONS? Call Sue Skogerboe at xxx-xxxx
or Kathy Kerns at XXx-xxxx.

Walkers seek donations for their wa
with 75% of the proceeds going to
Sharing, Inc. and 25% for local fooc L)
and shelter programs. Pledge sheets

available at church. On Good Friday, register/smr P"#3$ % % !
between 7am & 9am at the Parish Hall before mak % # H#HE&& e
the traditional walk along River Road, to the Old] ™ " (& "( t'# e
Mystic Church and back. 1 | $ & PLEASE./ y
o &"* *

Call Gladys Reynard at XXX-XXXX.
!




By doing our inner
work this season,
we discover that we
have deep wells of
love capacity in us,
capacity that comes
from God, and thesg
wells never run dry.
This is like the liv-
ing water that Jesus
tells the Samaritan
woman about, the
water that means
we never need fear
begin thirsty.

Spiritual growth
means learning to
expect and welcomg
surprises of any
kind.

~ Sarah Parsons

PASTORS'S LENTEN REFLECTIONS

We continue on through Lent and our reflections on the BoGlearing Season
— Reflections for Lerty Sarah Parsons. Hopefully you have found a Lenten discit
pline or a “practice” that is working for you. Clearing spacthewilderness of our
lives can be a way for us to open up space for God to ent¢o aodnect with us.
Last week we were reminded to be gentle with ourselves as we agneia practice
or try a new one. Change is not easy and establishing ehgwrrtakes time, prac-
tice, and practice. Giving ourselves affirmations as we tdete@lop new habits and
break free of old patterns is not simple or effortless.

This week we begin to look for new growth in our cleared spéasshe spaces
begin their transformation into gardens,” as Parsons puléeitv growth always be-
gins tiny and vulnerable. Moving closer to God mighirigicated by increased crea
tivity, strengthened capacity to love, and greater opennesspiose. Opening and
clearing space this Lent may encourage new growth in us. terappens on its
own yet we need to provide nurture and the right condifi@nsur inner lives to ex-
lpand and flourish. Parsons suggests that gratitude andatieiebnay help this proc-
Fess of new growth.

Read Psalm 92, focusing on verses 12-15 and ask what woud@m to be
“planted in the house of the Lord” and to “flourish in thert®of the Lord”. How
might such rooted-ness change our life?

Write down a few accomplishments that have emerged from yenieh prac-
tice—no matter how small. Have there been moments of peace®?yblabeen
touched by a piece of scripture in a new way? Note these dibwalist affirms our
efforts and expresses both gratitude and celebration of Gadisuvity springing
forth in us.

Parsons says, “We are instruments of God in the worldppaxding ourselves to
our creativity allows us to act in greater harmony with Gedilkfor us ... We are
vehicles, open conduits for God’s creativity naturally flogvthrough us.” Our task
is to make room—God does the new thing in and througtnsther indicator of
hnew growth is openness to surprise. A willingness teupprised is a matter of trust-
ing God. God's surprises often make the impossible #eslve clear space this
Lent, allow surprises to enter and new things to happen.

Some additional questions to sit with in this week migght What creative im-
pulses, however small, have you felt since Lent began? Inwayathave you no-
ticed yourself expressing care for others this Lent? Whptisaes have there been
for you during this season? How do you feel about théta?e you been able to

share any of these surprises with another?
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