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43 East Main Street 
Mystic, CT 06355 

(860) 536-4259 
office@mysticcongregational.org 

www.mysticcongregational.org 
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There has been a lot of discussion about MCC’s trials and 
tribulations during the past year, and a good deal of talk about 
the healing process.  It is rewarding lately to hear increasing 
numbers of our members state that they no longer wish to look 
back, and they are ready to move forward. 

 

In light of this developing positive attitude, it will serve us 
well to concentrate on the strengths of our Church.  I, for one, am 
continually impressed by the intelligence, resourcefulness, devo-
tion and compassion of our congregation.  The MCC has more 
selfless volunteers, dedicated Christians and friendly members 
than any church I have ever belonged to.  MCC has well-
established traditions of serving its members, its community and 
needy people near and far.  As members of MCC, we have a lot to 
be thankful for and proud of.  In my opinion, the MCC offers the 
environment, traditions and support that any candidate for our 
open Senior Pastor position should be delighted to encounter.  
 

As our Moderator Hugh McGee pointed out in last week’s 
message, we have a very busy Fall ahead.  I hope that we will 
unite in an effort to thoughtfully review the findings of our UCC 
Task Force, make recommendations and support the developing 
Senior Pastor Search Committee, and continue to volunteer our 
talents and services to the Church’s committees, Children’s Edu-
cation and youth activities. 

 

Our Children’s Ministries Committee has hired an experi-
enced, well-qualified Director of Children’s Ministries, Kathleen 
Kerns of Westerly, RI.  Kathleen’s most recent assignment in chil-
dren’s ministries was at the Presbyterian Church at Dunn’s Cor-
ners, Westerly.  There are plans afoot to strengthen the curricu-
lum and activities of our 7th and 8th grade Sunday School pro-
grams to make them more appealing and rewarding to the young-
sters.    

 

Most of us have gotten over the initial shock of events sur-
rounding Thomas’ departure and have come through the healing 
process.  It is time for the membership to come together to help 
our Church move forward by committing ourselves to help sup-
port efforts to strengthen the MCC in every way possible.  

Aug 10 7-9 Regina Covin Glynn Shafer 

 9-11 Fran Pan Glynn Shafer 

Aug 17 7-9 Volunteer Needed Glynn Shafer 

 9-11 Volunteer Needed Glynn Shafer 

Aug 24 7-9 Volunteer Needed Glynn Shafer 

 9-11 Volunteer Needed Glynn Shafer 

KEEPING THE DOOR OPEN 
Upcoming Youth Walk-in Times 

are made possible by the volunteers listed below. 
Please contact Jamie McGee 

at xxx-xxxx or xxxxx@xxxxx.xxx. 
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Recent award-winning feature films 
with memorable messages continue to 
be offered bi-weekly this Summer at 
area churches on Thursday nights at 

7:00 p.m.  Admission is free.  The next one is tomorrow, August 
9th, at Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church, Route 1, Groton 
(445-6126).  The film will be The Terminal, a story of a mod-
ern-day “man without a country” starring Tom Hanks.   
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Come for songs, movement activities, stories, and more for 
children ages 0-3.  Kindermusik by the Ocean in Room 5 on 
Tuesday, August 21st, and Wednesday, August 22nd:  Village 

Class (newborn-15 months)- 9:30-10:00am and Our Time 
Class (15 months- 3 years)-10:00-10:30am.  Registration is 

required.  Call Heather Denman, xxx-xxxx. 
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MCC has asked Kathleen M. Kerns to be our new Director 
of Children’s Ministries.  At its meeting on August 1, the 
Church Council approved the recommendation of Interim 
Senior Pastor Barbara Libby and representatives of the Chil-
dren’s Ministries Committee to hire Kathleen, subject to 
satisfactory completion of the usual background checks that 
are required for people who will be serving in church posi-
tions involving children.  Kathleen lives in Westerly, Rhode 
Island, where she is currently employed in the Westerly 
school department.  Kathleen has held several positions 
similar to our Director of Children’s Ministries, most re-
cently at the Dunn’s Corners Presbyterian Church in West-
erly.  Before that, she held similar positions in several Ro-
man Catholic churches.  Kathleen is a teacher with extensive 
experience in interactive education. She is a devout Chris-
tian, married, with two adult children. She is pursuing a 
masters degree in theology at Providence College.  Kathleen 
has accepted the position, subject to the satisfactory comple-
tion of the background checks, with which she is familiar 
from her previous church and teaching positions.  She is 
looking forward to joining the MCC staff in mid-August. 
She is a warm, friendly person with just the kind of experi-
ence that our Sunday school program can use, and I am 
happy that she will be with us.   
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