43 East Main Street

Mystic, CT 06355

(860) 536-4259
office@mysticcongregational.org
www.mysticcongregational.org

We'd love to have you
share your musical
talents in worship for
providing additional
music. Vocalists,
instrumen- talists, all
musical styles are wel-
come. Summer pick-
up choir be- gins July 8th.

Contact Trish Dehls at XxXXXX@ XXXXX.XXX
or the office at 536-4259.

$ % #
& %

| don’t know about your house but my house, and even-my of
fice, are full of reminders. Every room of my house has
“things” in it that | have collected through the years crem

given. These “things” are reminders of special moments, im-
portant events, or of occasions which | want to remember.
There are seashells and pieces of driftwood; there are stones
tumbled smooth by the ocean waves; there are photographs of
family and friends — both living and dead. There arenme

and quotes and clippings that hang on bulletin boaotsthe
refrigerator and on the kitchen cabinets There are mementoes
from trips I've taken, gifts and trinkets from churches I've
served. There are inherited pieces — dishware and silver
pieces, vases and furniture — reminders of my mother’'s home,
my grandparents and even my great-grandparents. There are
“collections” of turtles and carved birds; there are greeting
cards and artwork.

| believe we intentionally surround ourselves with these me-
mentoes, gifts, and objects because they serve as reminders for
us — reminders of people, events, places and momeirtsin t
which make up the fabric of our lives. In our lesson from
John’s Gospel last Sunday, we heard Jesus say that the Holy
Spirit would serve as a reminder, of all that Jesus fzadl s

and had been. The Holy Spirit is a living, active remintat
moves among us, continuing to teach us and comfort bs, co
tinuing to push and prod us, a friend who continuescmom-
pany us on our spiritual journeys. The Holy Spirit msagtive
force and an active reminder in our lives. The Holy Sgdidt

not first appear at Pentecost (a special event we will celebrat
on Sunday, May 27in worship) but the Holy Spirit was al-
ways a part of this world from the very beginning of time.

The Hebrew Scriptures testify to the presence and activity of
the Holy Spirit from the very first story of creation and
throughout all the prophetic and wisdom writings. Fbap-
tures also testify to a fresh outpouring of the Sppibmuiall
humanity after Jesus’ death and resurrection, in a way that
was new. Jesus had said that the Holy Spirit would teadh
remind us of all that he had said.

To remind means to bring to memory. Memory servesttg bri
to mind the things of our past - both good and badharies,

that make us who we are. The Holy
Spirit that Jesus promised is a gift, a gift
of remembrance, and a gift that can
bring inner peace and freedom from f
for each of us. Let us live with gratitu
that the Spirit moves in us always.




