
The Anchor  
“Imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been  
promised.  We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”    
                                    ~ Hebrews 6:12, 19  
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Dear Good People of Mystic Congregational Church! 
 

Bringing to us one of the most beautiful times of the 
year, the month of May will also bring to us several 
gatherings of significance:  the annual meetings of our 
church, our New London Association and our CT 
Conference of the United Church of Christ; a special 
Sunday worship service on May 9 devoted to the arts and 
recognizing the Creative Spirit in each one of us; and 
Pentecost Sunday on May 23 when we remember the Holy 
Spirit’s coming upon the Apostles and witness and 
celebrate the Confirmation of our 2009-10 Confirmation 
class.  

 

The Holy Spirit is indeed at work among us, inspiring 
us to examine how we are church together, how we will 
nurture our youth and prepare them for a faithful adulthood 
in service to Christ, how we will be Christ’s witnesses in a 
world that needs God’s healing and our action to address 
disparity and injustice.   

 

At our annual meeting on May 16, all of us will 
worship together at 9:00 a.m. and will then convene at 
10:00 a.m. to look back at the year we have spent in service 
to God, to thank those who gave of their time and energy to 
further the work of God’s church, to welcome new servants, 
and to commit to working together on the Mutual Ministry 
Goals which arose from our evaluation process.  As we 
grow in faith together, we are entering an exciting time in 
the life of our church, seeking to open and improve our 
communication pathways with each other and to increase 
our visibility in the community.   

 

Jesus said, (Luke 8:16) “No one after lighting a lamp 
hides it under a jar, or puts it under a bed, but puts in on a 
lampstand,  so that those who enter may see the light.”  
Sisters and brothers, our lamp is lit.  With God’s grace may 
we work together to see it clearly in each other and in the 
work that we do and to let it shine from this place, inviting 
all who wish to know the risen Christ to enter.      

  

With each new opening flower in this special month of 
May, may you see new hope and the infinite love of God for 
you. 

In faith and love, 
Pastor Ann 

Mystic Congregational Church 
Gathered on January 20, 1852 

May 2010 Vol. 51  Issue 5 
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Members of the Mystic Congregational Church are hereby 
called to the Annual Meeting to be held in the sanctuary on 
Sunday, May 16, 2010, at 10:00 a.m. (following worship 
at 9:00 a.m.) to: 
· Receive and act on annual reports from church officers, 

boards and committees 
· Elect new officers and committee members 
· Present Mutual Ministry Goals resulting from Fall 2009 

mutual evaluation process and endorsed by the church 
council 

· transact any other business proper at this time. 
  

Stacey Herrman, Clerk for Council 

��������	
����
�����
�
�����
�����������	
����
�����
�
�����
�����������	
����
�����
�
�����
�����������	
����
�����
�
�����
��� ����
������������
���������������
���������������
���������������
���  

 

Call to the 143rd Spring Annual Meeting 
Connecticut Conference, UCC 

First Congregational Church of Madison 
26 Meetinghouse Lane 

Saturday, May 8, 2010, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 

· Come be equipped to face the challenges of today’s 
church. 

· Learn about ways to grow the church in this 
wilderness that is today’s world. 

· Learn how we identify and equip leadership 
for the church of today and tomorrow. 

 

For more information, see www.ctucc.org/
annualmeeting or contact Pastor Ann.����
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PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Sunday, May 23 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 

Please join in witnessing and celebrating 
the reaffirmation of Baptism  

by our 2009-2010 Confirmation Class 
 

“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit…”  Acts 2:4 
 

(Note:  Last Confirmation class on May 2!) 
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Join us at the 
3rd Annual MCC Summer Picnic! 

Saturday, June 5, 2010 
(rain date June 12, 2010) 

at Green Falls Pond, Pachaug State 
Forest, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Lunch will be BBQ chicken for 
adults, hamburgers and hot dogs for kids and drinks, salads, 

watermelon and dessert for all.  Activities include swim-
ming, hiking, boating (byob), and a scavenger hunt.  Please 

bring your own beach chairs! 
Cost is $7.50/adult and $3.50/child. 

Registration forms (including directions) 
are available on the poster outside the library, 

online at www.mysticcongregational.org, or in the church 
office.  Please return your completed form with payment to 

the church office by May 31, 2010. 
If you are willing to carpool/transport others 

or have questions:  Stacey Herrman, xxx-xxx-xxxx 
or xxxxx@xxxxx.xxx.   
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The Korean Partnership of the CT Conference UCC 

and the Kyungki Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church 
in South Korea are sponsoring Sacred Journey 2010, 

our biannual trip for youth to South Korea. 
The group will leave July 28 and return August 12.   

This trip is for high school youth who are members 
of the UCC in Connecticut. 

The cost is approximately $1,600. 
Scholarship assistance up to 50% of 

the cost is available to Mystic 
Congregational Church youth. 
The group will do at least three 

orientation gatherings before leav-
ing.  Questions?  Contact Fran Pan. 
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Please help us reduce our mailing expenses by advising the 
office whenever you have any mailing address change, 
even if it’s just for a season.  Please let the office know 

the inclusive validity dates for that address so we can update 
our database towards printing the correct mailing labels. 

On top of the initial mailing cost, we pay for returned mail 
with address change info.  Then there’s the additional cost of 

re-sending it to the other/new address.  Thank you. 
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Parish Care is pleased to sponsor a spe-
cial presentation: HOSPICE 101 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010 
7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall 

Lorraine Moon, RN 
from Hospice Southeastern Connecticut will present 

an introduction to hospice, a philosophy of care that focuses 
on patient comfort and quality of life 

rather than curing illness. 
Find out everything you want and need to know 

about hospice care, including who is eligible 
and what is covered by insurance. 

Questions are welcome. 
Coffee and cookies will be served. 
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Registration for the 2010-2011 Sunday School will 
begin on Mother's Day, May 9, and will run through 

May 30.  If your child will be attending at all next year, 
please be sure to let us know through this process. 
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WANTED  - Individuals who, for 9 months, 
will commit to preparing and leading groups 

of children in lessons about our Christian faith. 
These individuals will also commit to attending 

training and orientation sessions as needed.  This is 
not a light commitment; much is being asked of you. 

Are you ready?  Are you willing? 
See Kathy Kerns for details. 
Deadline to enlist: June 27. 
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Can't make the Big Commitment this year, but you 
want to contribute to the program somehow? 

Check out these possibilities: 
classroom set-ups; substitute leader/assistant;  

Holiday Teams; clerical assistance; special projects 
(e.g., Christmas Pageant or the Crockpot Cook-off); 

Sunday School Superintendent; 
substitute co-ordinator, nursery assistant.   
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These are just some of the aspects 
of a robust Children's Ministry 
program.  See Kathy Kerns or 
any member of the Children's 

Ministry Team 
for more details.  



On Tuesday, May 11, 
the Women’s Fellowship program will be 

 

��������	�������������������������������	�������������������������������	�������������������������������	����������������������� , 
 

as we hear from representatives of the 
Women’s Center and Child and Family Agency. 

 

Bring some extra money for a mini-bazaar of items 
from the Holiday Bazaar 

that are more appropriate to summer than Christmas!  
 

Appetizing refreshments will be served beginning 
at 9:15 a.m., with the program starting at 9:45 a.m. 

 

All are welcome. 
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The Nancy Peterson Story Hour 
at the Norwich Family Shelter 

is on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 
to 7:30.  May volunteer readers are  

Donna Abbott, Natalie Billing, 
Jody Capen, Marilyn Coffey, 

Betty Guadliana, Nancy McLoughlin, 
Cathy Pruden, and Liz Webb. 

 

We're hoping the next months will see 
new volunteers join our group. 

To volunteer, contact Elaine Sloan 
(xxx-xxx-xxxx) or Betty Guadliana 

(xxx-xxx-xxxx). 
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Beginning with inspirational training in September and Oc-
tober, service opportunities in November and December, a 
successful phone-a-thon in the winter and an animal biscuit 
bake in the spring, our Youth Ministry has been reinvigo-
rated and is ready to plan the 2010-2011 program year!  The 
team will meet in May to begin the search process for a 
part-time Youth Leader, decide on a summer fellowship 
event and put together the calendar for next year. 

 

The church is committed, the team is dedicated and hard-
working and our youth are willing and excited to make it 
happen!  Thanks to all who committed to volunteering as we 
move forward and may God continue to bless our efforts! 
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Every year, Women’s Fellowship 

groups throughout the state 
are asked to honor a member 
who has contributed greatly 

to the life and work of their churches. 
 

This year, we are honoring 
Julie Stone as our 

Recognized Woman of the Year.  
 

Julie has been a member of the 
church since 1995, and has served it 

in many  capacities, including that of deacon and  
co-chair of the “Faith in our Future” campaign which 

celebrated the church’s 150th anniversary.  She is currently a 
trustee, chairing the Barnes scholarship and library commit-
tees.  Julie is also a wedding assistant, and sings in the choir.  

 

Most importantly for us, for a number of years she has been 
the overall chairman of our Holiday Bazaar, which raises 

around $12,000 for charity each year.  Outside of the church, 
Julie is on the board of Child and Family Agency, chaired its 

bicentennial celebration committee last year, 
and was named their Volunteer of the Year. 

 

Congratulations, Julie! 
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Sunday, May 2, at 3:00 p.m. 

St. James Festival Choir and Andrew Howell (organist/
conductor).  20th-century French composers 

(Fauré, Duruflé, Poulenc, and Langlais) 
St. James Episcopal Church.  (860)443-4989 for more info. 

 

Sunday, May 16, at 4:00 & 6:00 p.m.  
The Chorus of Westerly 

Duruflé’s Requiem and Vaughn Williams’ 
Toward the Unknown Region at George Kent Performance 

Hall.  (401)596-8663 for more information.����
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Inviting those with musical mastery to share 
their gifts.  We welcome and encourage 

involvement from our members 
in the music of our church.  

We invite any of our church members who are gifted 
musically to share their talents in a church worship. 
If you would like to share your talent one Sunday, 

please Contact Trish Dehls or a Music Committee member. 
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Special Sunday Worship Service 

May 9, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Come together to thank God for the many artistic gifts 
which have been bestowed upon us.  Participate in any or 
all of the following ways: 
 

· Bring a representative piece of your artwork to place on 
the altar:  painting, needlework, flower arrangement, mu-
sical composition, pottery, sculpture, poetry, prose, weav-
ing, any representation of your creative gift! 

· See Pastor Ann to participate in a dramatic reading of the 
Scripture! 

· See Trish Dehls to offer your gift of music! 
 

Let us give thanks to the Creative Spirit who resides in us 
all and ask God’s blessing on our inspired efforts as we go 
forward! 

Photo courtesy of Leni Pomeroy 



Mystic Congregational Church 
“where hope is alive and love is visible” 

43 East Main Street  
Mystic, CT 06355 
 
Office   (860) 536-4259 
Fax   (860) 572-2716 
Email   office@mysticcongregational.org  
Website:  www.mysticcongregational.org  
 

Sunday Services    8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.* 
   *Sunday School & Child Care  
 

Ministers   All members of the Church  
Rev. Ann M. Aaberg   Pastor 
Moderator   Hugh McGee 
Kathy Kerns   Director of Children’s Ministries 
Trish Dehls    Director of Music  
Frank Davis   Treasurer 
Karin Stuart   Parish Nurse 
Leni Pomeroy   Office Secretary 
Rich Call        Sexton 
 
Our Mission Statement:  to joyfully bring the Christian 
principles of faith, hope and love to all through quality 
worship, education, fellowship and outreach.  

Non-Profit Organization 
U. S. Postage 
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Permit No. 31 

Mystic, CT 06355 

MCC welcomes its newest members.  Left to Right:  Nancy Nickerson, Pastor Ann, Suzanne and 
Bill Burns with their children, and Carole Callahan.  (Photo courtesy of Keith Barker.)�


